
THE SO~ C CH IN.
BRO •••••••••• YOUfm,IN Ttm P ST,1tAVE ONDERED" HAT IS

FREE SO Y? ~ YOU 'ILL BE E ECTED TO KNO t THE A SVER TO THAT
QUESTION BEFORE YOU PROCEED FURTHER IN THE CRAFT. THE A ER IS I-
n PECULAR SYSTE OF ORALITY, VEILED IN ALLEGORY AND ILLUSTRATED
BY S OLS".

E ARE NOW FORMED IN A" ClUC CHAIN", HICH I ITSELF AN
ALLEGORY. I ILL NO~ EXPLAIN IT'S S LS.

IT IS ITH OPEN A.RJ,~ THAT YOU ARE RECIEVED INTO FREE SONRY
T~N!GHT .INTO THIS LODGE AND INTO THE HEARTS OF THE BRETHREN.

YOU IV1LL OBSERVE THAT THE BRETHREN'S ARMS CROSS THE BREASTS
OF THE BRETHREN TO EITHER SIDE OF THEM.THIS SYMBOLISES THE PROTEC-
TION A BROTHER GIVES TO BROTHER.FRO THE ATTACKS OF THE INSIDIOUS
mENEVER THE NEED ARISES.

THE CHAIN THUS FORMED IS S OLIC OF OUR ORDER. IT IS A
DOUBLE-LINKED CHAIN - THEREFORE DOUBLY STRONG AND HAS A DOUBLE
MEA HG.

FIRSTLY
---tT SHO S THE . mER IN HICH AN n TIATE IS RECIEVED INTO
FREEr. SONRY •.• ALL THE BRETHREN REC VE YOU INTO THIS OIRCLE, A
CIRCLE HICH S NO lID. ITH YOUR LEFT HAND YOU ARE GRASPING THE
RIGHT HAND OF 'J?HE ••• ACROSS THE BREAST OF THE .M. THE I.P .M.
REPRESE S THE PAST - THE W. • THE PRESENT AND YOU BROTHER •••••••••
THE UTURE. THO ~ 1 PAST LOOKE THRl5UGH THE PRESENT TO THE FUTlRE.- --- ---
SECONDLY
---T-Hj- CHAIN BEl G DOUBLE ONE +- SHOULD IT PLEASE THE G.A.O.T.lJ
TO CALL A BROTHER TO THE lmAND LODGE ABOVE (A HERE YOU WILL SEE
THAT BROTHER ••••••••• HAS LEFT THE CHAIN ) THE CHAl THOUGH WEAKER
IS NOT BROKEN :BUT RE INS WEAKER U TIL ANEW LINK IS ADDED.

- BROTHER •••••••••• TONIGHT YOU ARE THAT mv LINK. Y YOU
RE IN A GOOD,STRO G AND USEFUL LINK U IL YOU REOIEVE A sur. ONS
TO THE GRAND LODGE ABOVE.

PART OF THE CO TRUCTIO OF ALL CHAINS CO ISTS OF TESTING
THE FROM TIME TO TIME TO ENSURE THAT THEY ILL STAND THE STRAIN
REQUIRED OF THEM. OUR SO C CHAIN IS ALSO TESTED - THIS WE DO
SBOLIOALLY BY A GENTLE SWAYIr;G TO FRO. THIS SHOULD NOT BE DONE

ITH A "HORSE-PLAY" AS l' T GHT BREAK THE CHAIN AND TImS
DEFEAT THE OBJECT OF THE EXEROISE.THIS SWAYING,WlTHOUT BREAKING,
ILLUSTRATES THE STRENGTH OF OUR BROTHERHOOD.

IN CONOLUSION BRO•••••••••• I QUOTE ;_nON THE STRENGTH OF
ONE LI IN THE OABLE ~ DEPE DETH THE STRENGTH OF THE CHAI 1-

o OWS HEN THOU YEST BE TESTED , SO LIVE THAT THOU DEAREST
THE STRAI ."

I ILL 0 LEAD THE BRETHREN I THE LAST VERSE 0 THE
E RED APPRENTICE'S SONG t -

"THE JOIN HAND III HAND •.••••••••.•
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